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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

————
PRAYER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
Reverend Randy Cash, the American

Legion’s national chaplain, from
Lincolnton, NC, will lead the Senate in
prayer.

The guest chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Let us pray.

Almighty and Everlasting God, in
whose Name we trust and pray, it is fit-
ting to pause, if but momentarily, to
recognize You, the One in whom does
finally reside all authority and power
and by whose grace we are allowed to
exercise that which You have com-
mitted to us. Accept our homage, O
Lord, and hear us when we pray for
wisdom to lead with integrity, compas-
sion, and vision.

We are mindful that around the
world today our soldiers, sailors, air-
men, marines, and coastguardsmen are
standing watch to safeguard our peace
and liberty. Grant to all who serve, and
their families, Your blessings. Accept,
O Lord, these prayers and may we per-
ceive and know what things to do, and
receive grace and power to fulfill what
is expected of us. We commit our best
efforts and our Nation to Your keeping.
Amen.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore.
Thank you, Reverend Cash. We are
grateful to have you here, and for your
service.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. COT-
TON). The Senator from North Carolina.

Senate

WELCOMING THE GUEST
CHAPLAIN

Mr. BURR. Mr. President, I want to
take 60 seconds before the two leaders
speak to welcome a North Carolinian,
Randy Cash, who was appointed the na-
tional chaplain of the American Legion
on August 28, 2014, at their annual con-
vention in Charlotte, which I attended,
as well as the President.

Randy is a native of North Carolina.
He spent part of his life in Myrtle
Beach, SC, but he attended a number of
schools throughout the region. He was
commissioned as a Navy chaplain in
1980 and he entered Active Service in
1983. He was assigned to Destroyer
Squadron Six out of Charleston, SC.
His next tour was staff chaplain, Naval
Education and Training Center in New-
port, RI, and his life continued from
spot to spot.

Randy has served as chaplain during
Desert Shield, Desert Storm, while he
was stationed at Naval Air Station
Oceana in Virginia Beach. He also had
a turn at Guantanamo Bay in Cuba,
which we all talk about today, and was
transferred to the 2nd Marine Division
at Camp Lejeune, NC, where he served
as regimental chaplain.

Let me say this is a decorated chap-
lain. Randy Cash retired from Active
Duty in 2009. His military awards and
decorations include the Legion of
Merit, two awards, and the Bronze
Star. He is a man of conviction, he is a
tremendous North Carolinian, and over
the next year he will serve as the na-
tional chaplain of the American Legion
in a most effective way.

Reverend Cash, we are delighted to
have you here.

I yield the floor.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized.

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR—S. 534 AND S. 535

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
understand there are two bills at the
desk due for a second reading.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is correct.

The clerk will report the bills by
title for the second time.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 534) to prohibit funds from being
used to carry out certain executive actions
related to immigration and for other pur-
poses.

A bill (S. 535) to promote energy efficiency.

Mr. MCCONNELL. In order to place
these bills on the calendar under the
provisions of rule XIV, I object to fur-
ther proceedings en bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bills will be
placed on the calendar.

—————

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2015—MOTION TO PROCEED

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to H.R. 240.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 5, H.R.
240, a bill making appropriations for the De-
partment of Homeland Security for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2015, and for other
purposes.

KEYSTONE BILL

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, the
Congress is sending the President of
the United States another piece of bi-
partisan legislation today. Americans
of both parties are calling on him to
sign it. There is no good reason not to.
The Keystone jobs bill is just common
sense. Construction of this important
infrastructure project would support
thousands of American jobs. It would
pump billions into our economy and
the President’s own State Department
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